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2. E3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 7-12.14 and 15 . 

3. |3 The drawings filed on 12 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: / 
Claims 1-6 and 13 have been canceled (This application is in condition for 
allowance except for the presence of claims 1-6 and 13 to a species non-elected 
without traverse. Accordingly, claims 1-6 and 13 have been cancelled.) 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: regarding 
independent claims 7, 14 and 15, Vaisanen (WO 97/29552) discloses an AGC circuit 
having switches (see figures 4 and 5); Myers (6,628,932) discloses an AGC circuit with 
a second order filter (see column 2 lines 35-38); Robinson (5,138,277) discloses an 
AGC circuit having adjustable time constant (see abstract). The above cited prior art, 
either alone or in combination, fail to disclose or render the claims obvious a base band 
AGC circuit comprising an AC coupling capacitance coupled in series with a first 
resistance, a gain element, at least one switch, wherein the switch is used to transform 
a first order low pass filter to a second order low pass filter for increasing the attenuation 
of the AC value of the input signal, as specified in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Election/Restrictions 
3. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: Group I including claims 1-6, 13, drawn to the 
embodiments of figures 5-6, wherein a switch SW is used to short around a DC blocking 
capacitor C1 ; Group II including claims 7-12, 14-15, drawn to the embodiments of 
figures 8-9, wherein a switch SW is used to transform a first order low pass filter to a 
second order low pass filter for increasing the attenuation of the AC value of the input 
signal. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, there is no generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
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are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Gerald Stanton (registration No. 
46,008) on 09/02/2004 a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute 
the invention of Group II, claims 7-12, 14-15. Affirmation of this election must be made 
by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 1-6 and 13 are withdrawn from 
further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

Oath/Declaration 

5. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because it does not include the notary's 
signature. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/054,568 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2685 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Vaisanen (WO 97/29552) discloses an AGC circuit having switches (see figures 
4 and 5); Myers (6,628,932) discloses an AGC circuit with a second order filter (see 
column 2 lines 35-38); Robinson (5,138,277) discloses an AGC circuit having adjustable 
time constant (see abstract). 

7. . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T Vo whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6728. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (703)305-4385. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Nguyen Vo 




